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E L C A  s t u d e n t s  a n d
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  

d o n ’ t  h a v e  t o
c o m p r o m i s e  

a c a d e m i c  e x c e l l e n c e
o r  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y .

In the midst of a tremendous challenge, it's important to

maintain a balanced perspective. Where there is fear, courage

can grow. Where there is anxiety, faith can flourish. When

frustration threatens, resilience can take root. Drawing from

the experience and knowledge of experts and gathering

feedback from parents, colleagues, faculty and staff is

demonstrative that we are certainly stronger together. 

Eagle's Landing Christian Academy is well-equipped, flexible,

and prepared to respond to shifting health mandates. We

have taken a proactive approach to a safe, long-awaited

return to learning. We are pleased to be able to offer our

families solid back-to-school options of  on-campus,

traditional classroom instruction or virtual, online classroom

instruction.

We are committed to

  • the health and safety of all stakeholders

  • a safe return to campus. 

  • a strong, rigorous academic program whether on 

       campus or at home.

ELCA administrators, faculty, and staff members look forward

to welcoming our ELCA family back for the fall 2020-2021

school year. We are more than happy for the 

opportunity  to be together again!
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COVID-19 will continue to
impact all schools until a
vaccine or therapeutic
drug becomes widely
available.
All schools must be
prepared for a scenario
of future waves of
infection.

A FLEXIBLE PLAN
ENABLES

SEAMLESS
TRANSITIONS

Eagle's Landing
Christian Academy

will begin the 
2020-2021  

school year at the
YELLOW LEVEL.

Two primary assumptions
guide our planning for

health and safety: 

1.

2.

The level at which we are
operating will be visible on
the news banner of our
website at all times. Parents
will be notified when there
is a change in operating
levels.



Students may be dropped off between 7:30-7:55
Temperature checks upon arrival

Temp Check Locations
Main Foyer 
North Portico (Preschool Entrance)
Upper School Entrance 
South Portico 

Personal Protection Equipment – Masks
Required – arrival, transitions, dismissal

Recommended – classroom
Not Required - gym, weight room, outdoor activities
Teachers – face shields when instructing and masks during personal student interaction

General Classroom Mitigation
Physical distancing of students
Required use of hand sanitizer as students enter class, etc.

Cleaning Protocols
Janitorial staff will disinfect high touch areas throughout the school day.
Additional emphasis will be placed on disinfecting high touch areas by night janitorial staff.
Major restrooms cleaned by janitorial staff at least twice during the school day.
Teachers will sanitize desks and high touch areas in classroom on a regular basis.
EPA approved products will be used for cleaning and disinfecting.
Water fountains will not be accessible– students should bring a refillable water bottle from home.

Transitions
Staggered by grade level
One-way hallways

Teachers will rotate between classes where possible
Lunch

PK3-Grade 1 will eat lunch in the classroom 
Physically distanced seating
No self-serve
Disposable containers

Visitors to Campus
Campus will be closed to parents/guardians and visitors
Conferencing will be conducted virtually

• Level Yellow •
Begins August 10th.
Enhanced mitigation strategies. These protocols are based on guidelines by the CDC, DPH, and
Department of Education for use when spread of illness is considered minimal to moderate. 
(Full details available under Opening Protocols below)

• Level Red •
School Closure is either mandated by the State of Georgia or the Department of Health. Severe spread.
Implementation of Full Remote Learning for K-12. Students will attend a full schedule of live remote

classes Monday through Thursday, with Fridays set aside for tutoring and individualized instruction
based upon student needs.

Personal Protection Equipment
Recommended not required

Cleaning Protocols
Ongoing sanitization of high touch surfaces by operations staff

Transitions
Staggered by grade level

Lunch
Physically distanced seating
Some self-serve

• Level Green •
Normal with Caution. Minimal to no spread.
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Remaining focused on the mission to bring glory to God by assisting

parents in involving students in a growing relationship with Christ

through Kingdom Education.

Educating our students on how they can reduce the risk of exposure

through simple hygiene practices.

Providing flexible options to families with health concerns.

Reducing risk for our stakeholders including:

mitigation protocols

social health

emotional health, and 

spiritual health during this season.

Revising our health and safety policies on an ongoing basis depending

on the most current guidelines and the level of viral transmission.

Remaining informed by government, public health officials, and

medical experts on updates regarding sanitation, safety protocol, and

virus behavior.

Being prepared to be flexible should any government mandate require

that we make changes.

God designed us to be in community with one another. 

The strength of the mission and core values of ELCA is the foundational

relationship between a student and a teacher, collaborating on campus

together, and growing in faith. The fuel for motivation, engagement, and

belonging is discovered through teacher and peer relationships in the

classroom, cast-mates on the stage, and teammates on the field or court. 

Meaningful connections that ground us and even transform us are nurtured

most effectively in person. This is as true for our high school students as it is

our preschoolers. In contrast to many school systems, we are fortunate to

have the flexibility to make decisions that are appropriate for our school

community. 

We are confident that we can begin our school year on August 10th, with

our top priority, throughout all of our extensive planning, being the safety of

our students, faculty, and staff.. We are focused on and committed to:



Opening Protocols for On-Campus Instruction

Student and staff screening process will occur daily upon arrival.

Students may be dropped off after 7:30 am and will go directly to their classrooms.

Students will utilize masks, buffs or gaiters. Masks are available in the Charger Store. Masks or

gaiters (other than those from the Charger Store) cannot display any graphics or text (except

student name), Cotton fabric is preferred. Buffs, gaiters or masks with ear loops are suggested for

children under grade 2. Face coverings will be required during:

arrival

departure

transitions

in common spaces

we will not require masks in the classroom when students are able to be physically

distanced (except under certain circumstances.)

Parents/visitors will not be permitted past the main foyer without a previously scheduled

appointment.

Intensive mitigation strategies will be employed in classrooms such as hand sanitizer stations

and cleaning of desk surfaces between classes.. Teachers will be equipped with sanitation

supplies and are trained on proper sanitation measures.

Classrooms will be rearranged (including the removal of excess furniture) to allow 3-6 feet

between each desk as well as having all students face the same direction.

All students will be assigned a seat in every classroom, and a record will be kept for tracking

purposes in the event of a positive COVID case. 

Teachers will wear a face shield during instruction time and a mask when interacting more

closely with students or moving around the room.

Students will not be allowed to congregate during the day.

Hand washing breaks taken before meals, after bathroom breaks, after coughing or sneezing.

Water fountains are being equipped with touchless bottle fillers.

Flow pattern protocol and staggered dismissal during transitions.

Increased signage in high traffic areas.

We will enable social distancing based upon CDC regulations.

We will abide by the maximum number of people allowed to congregate as defined by the

Governor’s Executive Order.

Additional personnel have been added to our custodial staff during the day.

Frequently touched surfaces will be cleaned and disinfected with EPA approved disinfectants.

An electrostatic sprayer will be employed to sanitize classrooms within minutes.

Clinic will have additional support staff.

Staff/students must stay home if their temperature is above 99.9F or if they are having COVID-19

symptoms.

Keep your child home if they have been exposed to someone who has COVID-19.

Parents should alert the ELCA clinic if anyone in the household has tested positive for COVID-19.

Isolation room for sick students waiting to go home.

Fully-live and in-person instruction is offered for all students in grades PK3-12.

Arrival

Classroom

Transitions

Operations

Clinic
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When COVID-19 is Diagnosed or Suspected in the School
We have an obligation to notify our local health authorities and the school community of any

diagnosis. 

We will follow the Georgia DPH “Return to School” guidelines for those who test positive for

COVID-19 or have symptoms.

Students who must quarantine or are sick can switch to the virtual classroom until they are

cleared for return to school.

The areas where the student or staff member has been for extended periods of time will be

disinfected and sanitized before re- entry.

We will coordinate with officials to help determine next steps if there is substantial spread.

Contact Tracing
With DPH guidance, we will trace diagnosed cases within our community to better understand

our school-wide health condition.

We will work with local health authorities to determine who came in close contact with the sick

person.

Some students and staff may be asked to self-quarantine based on their exposure. In

accordance with the Family Educational Rights Protection Act, or FERPA, ELCA will not identify

the name, grade, or age of the student or staff member confirmed positive for COVID-19.

Comprehensive communication will be developed and delivered to families via emails, phone

calls, and texts.

How to prepare for returning to school
PRACTICE HAND HYGIENE 
Teach them to sing their ABCs or have them count for at least 20 seconds ensuring they wash front,

back, and in-between their fingers.

PRACTICE PUTTING A MASK ON/OFF 
Your child may be required to wear masks at certain times of the day. Teach them to not touch the

inside of the mask and to cover their nose and mouth while wearing it. 

PURCHASE A THERMOMETER
Check your child’s temperature before school in the morning. 

UPDATE IMMUNIZATIONS 
Especially for those students entering K5 and 7th grade. Contact your child’s pediatrician for an

appointment. Immunizations can also be obtained at the Health Department.

UPDATE ASTHMA MEDS
Nebulizers and inhalers without a chamber are being discouraged for use during school. Speak with

your child’s pediatrician to obtain equipment and to update the Asthma Action Plan.

UPDATE EMERGENCY CONTACTS 
If your child presents with COVID-like symptoms, they will need to be picked up immediately.

Please ensure a contact can be reached during the school day. Please email

vicki.martin@eagleslanding.org or nethelp@eagleslanding.org to update RenWeb.



Placing hand sanitizer at the entrance, stations, and tables for students to use often.

Using floor markings to direct traffic flow and keep community members 6 feet apart.

Sanitizing tables, chairs, and frequently touched surfaces between meal periods.

Replacing self-service stations (e.g., deli, salad bar) with pre-portioned or served options.

Providing wrapped cutlery kits, pre-portioned condiments and salad dressings.

PreK3 through 1st grade students will eat lunch in the classroom.

The Eagle Cafe will have staggered and distanced seating protocols in place.

Check the menu in advance with the Touch of SAGE mobile app to get through the line

quickly..

Wash your hands or use hand sanitizer before entering the dining hall and before eating.

Follow floor markings in the serving lines and dining hall.

Stay 6 feet away from others.

Don’t share food or drinks.

Ask a SAGE Team Member any 

SAGE New Safety Protocols Include:

Health and Safety Tips from SAGE

      questions — we’re here to help!

BYOT • Bring Your Own Technology Program
Students in grades 7 - 12 must bring one device to school to participate in the BYOT

program. Allowable devices include 7 inch tablets (or larger) and laptop computers (Windows or

Mac). Devices brought to school must be registered in order to participate in the BYOT Program.

Students in grades K-6 will have access to iPads and laptops for use within the traditional

classroom, as needed by the teacher.

SAGE Dining Services and Lunch at ELCA
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Both traditional and virtual classes will utilize Google Classroom as the learning

management system.

Virtual students will experience the same curricula and expectations as all students

taking the course

All virtual classes will follow the bell schedule of the regular school day.

The ELCA student code of conduct is still applicable for all virtual learners, including

uniform dress.

Attendance will be taken daily, including tardies to class and/or early exits.

Virtual classes will have the same grading policies as the on-campus version of the class.

All graded assignments will be synced from Google Classroom to the RenWeb grade

book as the final grading repository.

Student webcams must be on at all times during the virtual class sessions.

Eating is not allowed during virtual class sessions.

Students must be seated (preferably at a desk or table) and prepared for class.

Virtual learning does not mean you're all 

    alone.. Virtual students are very much a

         part of the class dynamic. Students will 

           login to the computer during their 

               assigned class period and will learn 

                   right alongside the students that 

                     are in the traditional classroom.

T                       The virtual classroom also 

                           affords the growth of 

                           foundational student/teacher 

                           relationships , collaboration 

                            between students, and 

                           growing in your faith. 

                        Meaningful connections may 

                      still be fostered in the virtual        

                    environment. 

             ELCA faculty and staff are committed 

     to the equally  important social, emotional, 

  and spiritual health of our online students.

Guidelines and Requirements for Online Instruction 



Your Link from Classroom to Home

September 18, 2020 - Must make intentions known by September 16

October 13, 2020 - Must make intentions known by October 9

December 18, 2020 - Must make intentions known by December 14

Students must continue in their chosen classroom platform (whether traditional or online)

until a preset exit date occurs. 

The current exit dates are as follows:

2020-2021 Transition Dates
for students to exit virtual and return to the traditional classroom or 

exit the traditional classroom and transition to virtual
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It does not matter if the computer is Windows or Mac.  Chromebooks sometimes do not prove

adequate for this type of instruction. 

Processor - At least an i3 processor .  Students will need the speed.

RAM - Minimum of 4GB with the ability to add additional RAM to 8GB if needed. 

Hard Drive - 256 GB Hard drive or higher.  Solid State Drives (SSDs) are more expensive but are

super fast and you don't have to worry about moving parts and breaking.  

Wifi and Webcams are standard on most all computers and are mandatory for virtual

learning.   

Students must have access to a printer as required by instructor.

Computer
Students must have regular access to a computer, laptop, or tablet that will allow successful

completion of all classroom content.

Internet Bandwidth
The average bandwidth per participant for HD video for Google meet is 3.2 Mbps outbound and

1.8 Mbps inbound. For our Google meet large sessions, the inbound kicks up to an average of

about 3.2 Mbps.  This in comparison to the average internet speed offered in urban residential

areas of 100Mbps or in rural residential areas of 25 Mbps, provides the data that both our school

and families are well equipped. 

It is a good recommendation, however, to have internet providers complete a checkup on current

service to ensure it meets these requirements. If by chance we do have families that lack the

required capability, then we will certainly provide some recommendations for provisions.  You can

also test the speed of your home internet service by going to the following website: 

https://www.speedtest.net/.

Web Cameras
Web cameras are mandatory in order to participate in Google Meet sessions. Web cameras with a

minimum of 720p will be more effective. 

Internet Browser
The Google Chrome browser is recommended and should be used when accessing Google tools

such as Google Meet. Google Chrome may be downloaded at this link:

https://www.google.com/chrome/ 

Software
Students should have locally installed software tools or be familiar with online tools for word

processing, creating presentations, and note taking. For example Microsoft Word or Pages or

Google Docs can be used for Word Processing. Other websites will be utilized based on classroom

content and need.

Each ELCA student from K5 - 12th grade has been assigned an elcachargers Google account. 

Only the student elcachargers Google account should be used when logging into Google

Classroom, Google Meet and any other Google or online tool used for classwork.  Students

should not use personal Gmail accounts.  Students who cannot remember their elcachargers
password must submit a request to the IT team to have it reset.  New accounts will be issued

at the beginning of the school year for students who do not have an elcachargers account.

Minimum Technology Requirements

ELCA Chargers Google Accounts



Prevent or minimize the spread of illness while preserving, to the extent possible, the continuity

of essential school functions.  

Continue the essential operations of ELCA, as possible, in the event of increased student or staff

absences due to an outbreak of COVID-19. 

Ensure effective, timely, and situation-sensitive decision-making related to any outbreak that is

impacting or has the potential to impact the ELCA community.  

Establish a clear communications plan that ensures that students, families, and staff receive

timely and accurate information regarding illness prevention and infection control strategies as

well as information about impacts to the school and available services. 

Introduction
In February 2020, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released a statement advising

communities to prepare for a domestic outbreak of COVID-19, a new coronavirus. Eagles Landing

Christian Academy acknowledges that an outbreak of any infectious illness, including COVID-19,

would be detrimental to our community. To guide preparation, response, and recovery from any

such potential outbreak, ELCA has created this Infectious Disease Preparedness and Response Plan.

This document provides information about ELCA’s plans and responsibilities in the event of a local

or regional outbreak of COVID-19. It is intended to be supplemental to the information provided by

the Henry County Department of Health, The Georgia Department of Public Health, and the Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention. For the most current information about COVID-19 or any other

public health concern, please access the information provided by these public health organizations.

ELCA is working closely with local, state, and national health officials to monitor ongoing

developments related to the global outbreak of COVID-19. As additional information becomes

available, the school will continue to communicate with families and the community. This plan

outlines Eagles Landing Christian Academy’s strategies in preparing for, responding to, and

recovering from COVID-19 (Coronavirus) occurrences or Pandemics. 

 

Purpose
ELCA’s Infectious Disease Preparedness and Response Plan will serve as a resource guide for

planning for, responding to, and recovering from a pandemic that may impact or is impacting our

school and community. Unlike most other disasters or crises, a pandemic is people-centric and will

require a community and people-focused response. Although this document is specifically focused

on outlining our school’s response to COVID-19, the same or similar strategies may be used to

address any highly infectious illness that may impact our community. The primary goals of this plan

are to: 

 

About COVID-19
The outbreak of COVID-19, commonly referred to as “coronavirus,” originated in the Wuhan province

of China. Symptoms of COVID-19 reportedly include mild to severe respiratory illness accompanied

by fever, cough, and shortness of breath. The virus is spread person-to-person via respiratory

droplets produced when an infected person sneezes or coughs. The droplets can land in the

mouths or noses of people who are nearby, within a distance of about six feet, where the droplets

are then inhaled into the lungs. Transmission may also be possible through contact with

contaminated surfaces, though this is not considered the primary method of transmission. 11



Washing hands often with soap and water or a 60% alcohol-based hand sanitizer if soap and

water are not available 

Covering nose and mouth when coughing and sneezing 

Avoiding close contact with anyone with cold or flu-like symptoms 

Getting a flu shot if you have not gotten one this year 

Cleaning frequently touched surfaces and objects 

Keeping children home if they are sick or remaining home if you are sick. 

Identify, appoint, and lead the highly infectious disease response; enact or modify legislation

and policies required to sustain and optimize pandemic preparedness, capacity development,

and response efforts across all sectors.  

Lead national and domestic efforts in surveillance and detection of outbreaks. Prioritize and

guide the allocation and targeting of resources to achieve the goals as outlined in a country's

response.  

Provide additional resources for national pandemic preparedness, capacity development, and

response measures. 

Support rapid containment of outbreaks, provide guidance to state level authorities on the use

and timing of community infection control measures. 

Support biomedical research and development of new vaccines and medical countermeasures.  

Consider providing resources and technical assistance to countries experiencing outbreaks of

the highly infectious illness. 

Symptoms typically appear within two to 14 day of exposure to the virus. Those persons most at risk

for contracting COVID-19 as those who have recently traveled to areas experiencing an outbreak or

those who have been in close contact with people who have been diagnosed with COVID-19.

According to infectious disease authorities, there are several strategies that can help prevent the

spread of COVID-19 and other respiratory illnesses, including:

 

If a child is sick, parents/guardians are encouraged to notify the school and share information about

symptoms and whether the child has had a positive influenza or COVID-19 diagnosis. In accordance

with the Family Educational RightsProtection Act, or FERPA, ELCA will not identify the name, grade,

or age the student(s) or staff member(s) confirmed to have tested positive for COVID19 in any

communication. ELCA also follows guidelines provided by the Georgia Department of Public

Health, for use in evaluating whether a child or staff member is too sick to attend school or school

sponsored activities. 

 

Authorities/Roles and Responsibilities
In the United States, the State of Georgia, and Henry County, various public officials have authorities

related to the protection of public health and safety. During an outbreak of a highly infectious

illness, the United States Government, specifically the US Department of Health and Human

Services (HHS) along with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), is the national

leader for communication and coordination efforts. In some instances, the United States

Government may also work in collaboration with the World Health Organization (WHO). The US

Department of Health and Human Services and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

will:  

 

Eagles Landing Christian Academy Roles/Responsibilities
At the state level, the Georgia Department of Public Health is guided by the US Department of

Health and Human Services and the CDC. At the local level, Henry County Department of Health,



ELCA has an obligation to notify local health authorities and the school community of any

diagnosis.

Staff and students with COVID-19 symptoms (such as fever, cough, shortness of breath, or loss of

taste or smell) will be immediately separated. Individuals who are sick should go home or to a

healthcare facility depending on how severe their symptoms are, and follow CDC guidance for

caring for oneself and others who are sick.

A designated isolation room or area will be used to separate anyone who has COVID-19

symptoms or tests positive but does not have symptoms.

We will follow the Georgia Department of Health Return to School guidelines for those that test

positive for COVID-19 or have suspected symptoms.

 The following guidance will be used to make decisions about “return to school” for students

or staff with 

laboratory-confirmed COVID-19;

who have suspected COVID-19 (e.g., developed symptoms of a respiratory infection [e.g.,

cough, shortness of breath, fever] but did not get tested for COVID-19 and have been

exposed to a person with COVID-19 or live in an area with local or widespread

transmission; 

who have been exposed to COVID-19 without appropriate personal protective equipment

(PPE). 

DPH recommends a time-based return to school strategy that is determined based on a

person’s health status. Decisions about “return to school” for persons with confirmed or

suspected COVID-19 should be made in the context of local circumstances (community

transmission, resource needs, etc.). 

Symptomatic persons with confirmed COVID-19 or suspected COVID-19 can return to

school after: 

At least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since recovery defined as resolution of fever

without the use of fever-reducing medications AND 

Improvement in respiratory symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); AND

At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared

Asymptomatic persons with confirmed COVID-19 can return to school after: 

At least 10 days have passed since the positive laboratory test and the person remains

asymptomatic. 

Note, asymptomatic persons who test positive and later develop symptoms should

follow the guidance for symptomatic persons above.

Asymptomatic persons who have a known exposure to a person with COVID-19 without

appropriate PPE can return to school after:

 After they have completed all requirements in the DPH guidance for persons

exposed to COVID-19 found at https://dph.georgia.gov/contact 

Of note, if this person is tested for COVID-19 during the 14 day quarantine period, a

negative test result would not change or decrease the time a person is monitored, but

a positive test would move the person into one of the above categories, based on

whether they are still asymptomatic or have developed symptoms.

District 4, takes guidance from the GA DPH. National, state, and local authorities are charged with

collaborating in highly infectious illness preparedness and response efforts. ELCA cooperates with

these authorities to raise awareness and take necessary actions in response to reported illness.

ELCA’s response to an outbreak of COVID-19 will be guided by the recommendations of the

Department of Health, Department of Education, and the Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention. 

When COVID-19 is reported 
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“Suspected symptoms” is defined as fever of 100.0 F, shortness of breath, frequent cough that

is not attributed to asthma or seasonal allergies, loss of taste or smell.

DPH does not recommend using a test-based strategy for returning to school for children or

adults (2 negative tests at least 24 hours apart) after COVID-19 infection.

Areas used by a sick person will be closed off and not used until after cleaning and disinfecting.

When possible, ELCA will wait at least 24 hours before cleaning and disinfecting any areas that

had frequent exposure.

ELCA staff will continue to educate our school community about strategies for the prevention of

illness including, proper hand washing techniques, good health habits, community mitigation,

social mitigation, and vaccinations if these become available; as well as any other strategies

deemed necessary or appropriate for preventing illness transmission.  

School administration and the school nurse will utilize and update plans to be enacted in the

event that a student or staff member must be sent home from school due to illness.  

Collaboration will occur with the Henry County Department of Health to monitor health data

and update schools, staff, and families regarding potential changes that may occur or new and

pertinent information related to the extent or spread of the illness.  

Health plans will be reviewed as needed to manage both short and long-term student and staff

absences related to illness.  

ELCA will work closely with all state and local officials to make all decisions related to possible

school closure in response to COVID-19. 

In accordance with state and local laws and regulations, ELCA will notify local health officials,

staff, and families immediately of any case of COVID-19 while maintaining confidentiality in

accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Those who have had close contact with a person diagnosed with COVID-19 will be informed to

stay home and self-monitor for symptoms and follow CDC guidance if symptoms develop.

Contacts must stay home and maintain social distancing from others they live with until 14 days

after their last exposure.

Contacts should check their temperature twice daily and monitor for symptoms: Fever, cough,

chills, shortness of breath, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell.

If contacts develop symptoms they should contact the DPH or their healthcare provider to

schedule COVID-19 testing.

Comprehensive COVID-19 communications will be developed and delivered to students,

families, staff, and community members via email, phone calls, or text messages.  

 
Contact Tracing
Contact tracing is a tool used by Public Health to quickly identify people who have to have been

exposed to an infectious disease and alert those contacts of their exposure. The goal of contact

tracing is to help prevent the further spread of infection. Confidentiality is critical to the success of

contact tracing. A trained Public Health official will work with those that are sick to help them

identify contacts and notify them of exposure.

 

In a State of Emergency
In the event of a pandemic illness that results in a public health emergency, the Georgia Governor

may declare a state of emergency. A state of emergency was declared March 14, 2020 and means

that the response to the outbreak will be coordinated across all levels of government, including the

school district. In a state of emergency:



GA DPH will take the role of Lead State Agency for emergency support and will coordinate with

Henry County Emergency Management, within other state and local agencies, as part of a

unified command structure.  

Effective prevention and therapeutic measures, including vaccine and antiviral medications,

could be delayed, in short supply, or not available. 

Substantial public education regarding the need to target priority groups for vaccination and

antiviral/antibiotic medication and the allocation of limited supplies, is crucial in averting public

panic.  

Non-pharmaceutical interventions, travel restrictions, cancellation of public events, isolation

and/or quarantine may be required to slow the spread of an outbreak. 

Healthcare workers, firefighters, and police officers may be at higher risk of exposure and illness

than the general population, further straining the outbreak response. 

Widespread illness could increase the likelihood of sudden and potentially significant shortages

of personnel in other sectors that provide critical public safety and necessary services. 

With Pandemic diseases, illness may occur in waves. This means there could be up to two

months with little or no flu activity, then another illness wave that can last as long as 18 months. 

Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

When you are sick, stay home and away from others to prevent spreading the illness. 

Cover your mouth and nose when sneezing or coughing with a tissue and then throw away the

tissue after each use.  

Wash your hands after coughing or sneezing and often throughout the day.

Handwashing is always the best and the preferred method. If soap and water is not available,

60% alcohol based, hand sanitizer may reduce the risk. 

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth. Illnesses are often spread by touching these areas.  

Encourage families and staff to receive a flu immunization, if one is available.  

Practice other good health strategies including the following: clean and disinfect surfaces in

your home (especially when someone is ill), get plenty of sleep, manage your stress, and be

physically active. 

Social distancing – create ways to provide distance between people in close contact areas

including work and school.

Closures – consider suspending non-urgent/non-mandated events and travel even before public

health mandates are enacted.  

Preparation and information--continue communicating pertinent information and monitoring

the outbreak or pandemic.  

Education campaigns that share outbreak updates and prevention information including

handwashing guidelines, mask usage, symptoms guidelines, posters, email reminders, district

website page and face-to-face trainings/presentations.  

Maintain a clean and disinfected environment. 

 

Mitigation Efforts
Preparedness refers to those actions and measures taken before an event in order to manage

an emergency when it arises. For infectious disease events, CDC plays a prevalent role in making

sure states and local health departments are prepared for public health emergencies. The GA

Department of Public Health  prepares school districts and the public before, during, and after an

exposure to a highly infectious illness or pandemic flu. 

 

Prior to and in the early phases of a pandemic or outbreak, public health officials recommend

practicing good health habits every day to prevent and protect the population from the spread of

the highly infectious illness or pandemic flu. Everyday, good health habits include the following:  

 

 

In addition, other strategies that may protect the community include: 
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Planning: 

Reviewing, updating, and implementing emergency operations plans in collaboration with

the Department of Health and CDC.

Preparation of a color-coded levels system to dictate the use of mitigation strategies

throughout the school based on spread levels. 

Monitoring and planning for absenteeism in schools and offices.  

Any case of suspected or confirmed COVID-19 will be reported to the Department of

Health as required.

Review of attendance and sick leave policies. Encourage students and staff to stay home

when sick. 

Referencing guidelines from the CDC and the Georgia Department of Health who have

developed guidelines for businesses managing employee leave and sick time. 

Identifying critical job functions and positions and planning for alternative coverage of these

positions as needed. 

Developing plans for remote learning for students and for remote work for staff in the event

of extended closures. 

Determining what level of absenteeism will disrupt continuity of teaching and learning. 

Creating communication plans to ensure that students, families, staff, and the community

receive information necessary to prepare for and respond to an outbreak. 

Mitigation strategies: 

Families should self-screen at home throughout the school year, regardless of level. It is

recommended that families take temperatures daily before going to school. 

 Daily temperature screenings for students and staff will be conducted at the predetermined

levels.

The use of masks will be mandated and encouraged depending on our current level of

spread. 

As feasible, keep groups of students together throughout the day to minimize the number of

people in close contact with each person.

Classrooms will be arranged with student desks facing the same direction.

Maintain a maximum distance between desks as possible.

Avoid sharing textbooks, supplies, and toys or disinfect between use.

Encouraging all students, families, and staff to follow the good health habits and

encouraging implementation of measures that prevent the spread of illness.  

Sharing resources with families to help them understand when to keep children home.

Following procedures to ensure students and staff who become sick at school or arrive at

school sick are sent home as soon as possible and ensuring that sick students and staff are

separated from well students and staff until they can leave. 

Performing routine environmental cleaning of frequently touched surfaces (i.e. doorknobs,

light switches, desks, handrails, tabletops, keyboards, mice, monitors, etc.) with EPA

approved cleaning products used in accordance with labeled directions. 

ELCA will continue to adopt and implement additional preparedness measures as they are

identified. 

Convening leadership teams who will be involved in guiding school employees though the

infectious disease response process. It is Important that all departments communicate the

same message to all staff, students, parents, and community members. 

As ELCA continues its preparation efforts, the school is also implementing the following

preparedness measures in accordance with guidance from the CDC and the Georgia Department

of Public Health 



ELCA will confer with local health officials to obtain a recommendation regarding school

closure, timing, scope, and duration. 

ELCA will communicate the possible exposure to the community, which includes students,

families, staff, and community members. ELCA will not identify the name, grade, or age the

student(s) or staff member(s) confirmed to have tested positive for COVID-19.  

ELCA will communicate plans for school and office closures and event/group activity

cancellations as appropriate and in as timely a fashion as possible. . 

Monitoring Illness
The first step of any response phase will be consultation with local health officials from the

Department of Health. 

 

Once it is determined that transition to a response phase is necessary, ELCA will consider the

circumstances and determine the most appropriate response. The potential response options and

phases outlined herein are based on current knowledge of COVID-19. As additional information

becomes available about the virus, how it spreads, and additional prevention and control measures,

this response plan may be updated in accordance with recommendations provided by the

Department of Health and the CDC. 

 

Surveillance data: During any highly infectious illness outbreak/pandemic, ELCA will collect

surveillance data as requested by the DPH. This de-identified data will contribute to the health and

safety of our community.

 

Levels: Based on surveillance data and severity of spread, ELCA will operate under a red, yellow, or

green level of procedures to help mitigate spread on a daily basis.

 

Quarantine and Isolation: When these actions are indicated due to the severity of the event, ELCA

will take direction from government officials including law enforcement, and local health officials

regarding next steps. If voluntary home quarantine measures are recommended, ELCA will

communicate the need for such measures to staff, students, parents, and community members. 

 

In the event of moderate to severe spread within the ELCA community, the following steps will be

taken:  
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Will a tuition discount be offered to those who choose the virtual option?
The price of tuition for the virtual option is equal to that of a full-time on-campus student. No

tuition discounts will be given for the virtual option as it does cost the school substantially more due

to technologies needed.  Refunds will be offered for certain non-deliverables such as a portion of

lunch costs.

Will teachers have designated timeframe to solely work with students who are learning
virtually?

How will sports activities and fine arts events be modified to ensure safety?
We will continue to follow GHSA guidelines for sports and fine arts events, including

recommendations for practice protocols and spectators.  Details for each activity will be

communicated as relevant.

Will you offer after-school care?
Yes.  The After-School Enrichment Program will continue to operate with grouping and procedural

changes as it has safely this summer.

Will the same electives still be offered (PE, Spanish, Art, etc)?
Yes.  Elective classes will continue as they are typically scheduled for all students with webcams in

fine arts classrooms.  Virtual PE students may be assigned a workout of the day or activity to

complete, and art teachers will work with virtual families to equip those students to complete

projects at home. 

What about field trips and World Impact Trips?
All out-of-state/country field trips will be held on pause for the fall of 2020. They will be re-evaluated

in late 2020 to determine whether conditions in 2021 will allow them to resume.

Virtual students and traditional students are in their classes together synchronously via Google

Meet.  Online students are encouraged to ask questions during their online class time just as if they

were in the actual classroom with the teacher so that they can ensure they understand the content

as well.  Remember they are still a part of the classroom and it is important that they communicate

with their teacher during the class period if they are not understanding something.

If any student (virtual or traditional) requires extra help or tutoring, our IF Coordinators (Mrs. Martin,

Mrs. Schuerman, and Dr. Stone) will be posting the IF procedures and schedules after the school

year begins.

What if I wish to transition from online learning to the classroom or vice-versa? 
Transition points during the school year for students/parents who decide they would like to return

to the traditional classroom or move to online learning will be as follows:.  

September 18, 2020 • must make intentions known by September 16

October 13, 2020 • must make intentions known by October 9

December 18 2020 • must make intentions known by December 14
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