
English 8 Honors 
2020 Summer Reading Assignments

Selec9ons: 

Strauss, Ed. A Hobbit Devo+onal: Bilbo Baggins and the Bible. Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour, 2012. 
Tolkien, J.R.R.  The Hobbit.  

I. Reading Log*  Complete 10 entries for The Hobbit that address the following- 

A. Date / # of Pages / Length of 9me spent reading 

B. A paragraph describing either the most compelling character or character ac9on 
in the selec9on 

C. A direct connec9on to one of the devo9onal chapters of A Hobbit Devo+onal 

OR 
II. The Switcheroo: Choose a character from a novel you have previously read and 

speculate how that character might change The Hobbit.  Address the switcheroo in 
the following two ways- 

A. Write an expository composi9on that explains how the storyline of The Hobbit 
might change with the introduc9on of the character from the novel you 
previously read.  The composi9on should be between 3-5 paragraphs and include 
an explana9on of how the characters would interact, how the exis9ng conflicts 
might be altered (for good or for bad), and what new conflicts might arise.  
Provide specific informa9on from both novels to support your conten9ons.  
(Since your composi9on is all specula9ve, your opinions cannot be wrong; 
however, your opinions can be inadequately supported, a situa9on you will want 
to avoid.) 

B. Choose 5 devo9ons from A Hobbit Devo+onal  and explain how the spiritual 
applica9on of each could benefit the characters you discussed in part A. 

❖ You will receive a copy of The Hobbit from Coach Bryan when you pick up your 
belongings & turn in your school issued materials. You will need to secure your own copy 
of A Hobbit Devo+onal. 

❖ Feel free to email Coach Bryan (joe.bryan@eagleslanding.org) with any ques9ons about 
any of the above assignments or for approval of any modifica9on of Assignment II.   

❖ The Summer Reading Assignment is due on the Friday we return.

*The first entry for The Hobbit needs to include informa>on from the first chapter; the last entry for 
needs to include informa>on from the final chapter.
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